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UNCLE PETER
passed the Fourth
of July at his uld
home In Ohlo. 1
mus! ghow vou a
letter he wrote me
& lew duys alter
that nolsy event:

“Dear John: We
had & nice, quiet
time on the
Fourth, with the
exception of my
ankle, which was
somewhat dislo
cated because wy
foot stepped onun
fnfant bombshell,
which same ex-
ploded for my ben-
efit

“1 ke the jdea
of the Fourth with
the exceptlion of
the nolse,

“1 belleve that if
our forefathers hnd suspected thal
thelr great-grandchildren would make
such an infernal racket on the Fourth
of July they would have walted for a
roowetorm on the 16th of January be-
fore slgning thelr John Hancocks, be-
cause then it would be too cold to ex-
plode firecrackers under your nelgh-
bor's eyvebrows when he least ex-
pects it

“We had a nice, qulel time at home
on the Fourth, John, with the excep
tiom that litile Oscar Maddy, who lives
next door, presented me with a roman
candle which jolned me between the
third button on my walst-coat and the
polar plexus

“] acknowledged the recelpt by fill
Ing off the front step sand barking my
shoulder.

“You should always remember, John,

that the Fourth Is the doy when your
patriotic olee
should olimb out
of your thornx and
make the welkin
riog, bLut It isn't
really necessary to
Eet up a row be-
tween a stick of
* nnd &
Elnnl pow-

der to prove that
you Jove the cause
of Hberty

"You will find
that some of our
best cltizens—men
who Jove llberty
with an everlist
ing love—are hid-
tog In thé cellar
with both hands
over thelr cars”|
from July 3d to
July 5Sth

“We bhad 4 nlece
guiel tme at home
oa the Fourth,
Jobhn, with the exception that your

second cousln, Randolph, tried to ex-
piode a toy eannon aond removed the

apex of his thumb and about halfl of
the dinlng room window,
"It may be necessary lo celebrate

e birth of freedom by burating forth
ioto volse, but my idea, John, I& that
0ld Glory would like it much better
i we were more subduved and kept
our children on the earth instead of
Istting them g0 up o the alr in small
Iragments,

“We had a very
guiet time at
home, Jobn, on the
Fourth, with the
exception of your
distant relative,
Uncle Joseph Car
berry. Uncle Jos
anpexed about slx
mint juleps =nd
then wenl to sleep
on the front porch
with five packs of
frecruckers lo bhis
coat pocket

“Full of the spirit
of Nberty, your In:
teresting cousin,
Randolph, set fire
to  your uncle's
pocket, and when
lant peen your Un.
cle Joe was rueh
log over hill and
dale In the gen
eral direction of
Hartford, Conn,
with the firecrackers cheering him on

“Liberty, John, is the only real thing
in this world for & nation, but just
why the glorlous cause of freedom
should be slapped In the face wilh an
fmitation of the bombardment of Port

Arthur s something which 1 must
bave misconutrusd

"We had a verr quiet time here al
home on the Fourth, John, with the
exception hat sanolher Interesting

oousln of yours
Peter Grunt, tled a glant firecracker
to the cut's tall, and the cat went te
the kitchen 1o huve her explosion

*1t took two hours and seven nelgh
bars o gt your good old Aunt Muggie
oul of the refrigerator, which was the
place selected for her by the catastro
phe.

*The stove lost all the supper It
emntained; Httle Peter Grant lost two
#yebrows and hix Buster Brown halr;

my Young namesake

the cat Jost eeven of Its lives, and the
glorlous cauge of freedomn got & send-
off thut could be heard 1% miles.

“We all missed you, John, but may-
be it {8 betler you were not at home
on the Fourth, because the doctor is
veoupying your room so (hat he can
be near the \\'uundt'd-—uihcrwir‘e we
are all well,

“{ think, John, that when freedom
was first Invented by George Washing-
ton the idea was 1o make [t something
quiet and modest which he could keep
about the house and which he could
look at onece fn a while without getting
nervous prostration,

“But George forgot to leave full in-
gtructlons, and nowadays when the
birthday of freedom rolls around the
impulsive American public wakes up
at daylight, eshoves up the window and
beging to hurl torpedoes at the house
pext door, because a noise in the air
Is worth two nolses on the quiet.

“We had a very quiet Fourth st
the exception of
your second cous-
in, Hector, who
patriotically at-
tached himself to
& hot-air balloon,
and when Iast seen
wias hovering over
Erle, Pa, and
makirg signs for
his parenis not lo
wait suppér for
him,

“Mogt of our B
nelghborse for |
miles in every di-
rectlon have sons
and daughters
missing, but what
could they expect |
when a child will
try to put a pound P
of powder in four §
Inches of gaspipe
und then light the
result with a
match?

“The Fourth Is
m great tdea, but 1 think this Is carry-
ing it oo far, as the little boy sald
when e went over the top of the
house on the handle of 4 sky-rocket.

‘“Wie had a very guiet time at home
an the Fourth, John, with the exception
of our parlor, which took fire when
your enthusinstic cousin, Randolph,
tried to make some Japanesea lanterns
by setting fire to the Jace curidins

“The firemen put put the fire and
most of our furniture,

“Your cousin was niso much put out
when 1 gpanked him.

“We hope to recover from the ex-
¢itement before the next Fourth, but
vaur aunt hopes that somebody will
soon Invent & new style of noise which
wlil not be so full of concussion, Yours
with love, UNCLE PETER.”

Coprrignt, it by G W, Dlliingham o)

ﬂ CANNON CRACKERS H

Let him go. It is a part of & boy's

education,

It does seem to the small boy that
he should bave one day to spend un-
hampered by rules and regulations.

What does your boy care if you
did only have one bunch of firecrack-
ers for the eptire Fourth when you
were a boy? He knows that the world
was slow and sleepy then anyway,

One reason why this country has
a populstion of nearly §0,000,000 In
that so many glorious Fourths have
been raluy.

A Chinaman Invenied the Arecrack-
er, but it was some other foul who
made the first toy pistol,

If there had been cannon crackers
when George Washington was & little
boy, this country might never have
had a father,

An usual, we start In the day alter

determined to have a sane Fourth
next time, and heanceforth to use po
other.

ALL FOR HOME, SWEET HOME

With 8 Joker In the Pack.

Two
Fourth of July

Stories

p—

By Gen. Willlam R. Shaften
Wholesoma  enthusipsm, whether
fired by the battery of words or gun-
powiler, I8 bonnd lo create cournge
and wstir our brave men (0 greafer
deeds of valur, 1 feel that we cannot
celebrate too much for. the glorifica-
tion of the greatest day in the his-
tory of pur union. When I was a 1t-
tle boy T looked forward to the Pourth
of July with all of the pleasarable an-
tictpation of childhood, and saved my
pennles from Christmag Hme t6 Inde-
pendence day to buy the wherewithal
for the fitting and’ noisy celebration
1 think, howeyer, my most eseiling
Fourth was ln the Cuban campulgn of
1888, The morning ufter the Bantiago
battle an orderly brpughf me a pa-
per conltaining original doggerel In
seven heroic verses. They were en-
titled: “Phat Gen. Shafler Wint Af-
ther,'" and the fivet stanzu began:
"Now, when Gen, Toral, & Spanish
dago,
Met Gen BShafter st Santiago,
Bez Gen. Toral to Gen. Shafter,
‘Be jabbers, old man, now phat are
. yee after?
And CGen, Bhafter sez:
think?
And gave him the slyest sort of a
winh—
I'll get phat I'm &Mter
Bhaflter.”
1 think that the Fourth of 1868 was

the only celebration 1 ever took part |

in that inspired the muse, for which I
am grateful

—

By Gen, Charles A. Woodruff,

What promised to be the dreariest
Fourth of July in my Hfe ended In be-
fng one of the most amusing. 1 was
sent to the Indlan country om Milk
river, Montana, to dellver some annu-
ities, and had to walt severa]l weeks
for the Indlsne to come in from thelr
hunting expedition,

The Assiniboine Indans eame strag-
gling Into camp one by one, and
hung around my camp with undis
gulsed curiosity. 1 had a headache,
and took a quart bottle of ammonia
from my
at the cork. 1 knew how to mystify
the Indlans, and I did n couple of slde
#teps, rolled my eyes, Jerked my body,
und pointed my finger to the cardinal
points before taking the dose.

Took a Long Breath and Fell as One
Dead.

The Indians were delighted at my
pantomime of war medicine. 1 told
them that whoever took that medicine
conld never be killed in war, but that
i was afrald they would jolu forces
with the Sioux and fght’ agalnst me
if I gave them that dose, 1 koew
them to be the grealest foes of the
Siloux, but of coursé ] had to be
coaxed Into giving away my wonder
ful charm.

After much persussion 1 finally
sgreed to do it, but bargained that
it must pot be taken In the presence
of others It was so powerful that
no novice could take the white maw's
medicine with others watching him.
Of course that made a hit with the
Indians &t once, and there were many
volunteers to bé number one,

1 selected the chlef, He walked Into
my tent, and | began my mysterfous
passes &t him.  In the meantime 1
had two quart bottles before me. One
contuined weter and the other am-
monia. 1 made him understand that
st the end of my speech, when I elnp
ped my hands, he was o take & deep
breath and inhale the war medicine
a8 ~oon &s | removed the glass stop
per. 1 don’t beljeve a motlon was jost
on the Indian: they are pood imita
tors 1 gave three war whoops and
made my exiemporganeous speech

Then 1 elapped my hands, pulled the
cork, and thrust the ammonla under
the chief's nose. He took n long,
desp breath aw directed, and fell Lack:
ward a8 noe dend,

When he revived thers were tears
rolling down his cheeks, and 1 ex

pected to have nd more fun  the
Fourth, but here 1 had oot reckon:
en the lndian's sense of Bumor

That chlef went out and waa
dumb a» Rn oyster about his Lres
menl, and so close did they kes)
pecrel that every Indian in the ca

‘Phat d'ves |

sez Gen, !

medicine chest and sniffed |

Live Stnck

Real [state

BOUGHT a~o SOLD
On Commission

Parties wishing to- buy or=ell either
Live Stock or Real Estate, will
do well to call on or list their
propertyor stock with me
- 40 —

Proprietor of the Hartles Meat Market
Meats for sule by the quarter
at all times

C. E. HARTLEY

ne Springer, N. M.

|J. S. WILSON
|
I

General Black-
smithing, Wag-
on and Carriage
7 Repairing Neat-
ly Executed New
Rigs Built to Or-
der. Horseshoe-

I ing. Plow Work

N. M.

Cimarron,g -

Leonard
AND

Hayward

General Merchandise
'Fine Wines,

| and Cigars.,

Liquors

First St E town
H. T. LANDS

40 miles east of Springer,
2000 acres for enle. These
| lands are part of an estite

and must be sold.  Also
| many other small traots
|
C. E. HARTLEY

SPRINGER, N. M.

tf

FRUIT TRELES

Will bave a car Joad of Fruit
Trees from Star Nuisery
Co., Quincy, Il . £

The above will be on sale on
and after March 1st.

C. E. HARTLEY

tr. SPRINGER, N. M.

GEO. S. BROWN,

Blacksmith
Cimarron, N. M.

Wagon and Carringe Works.
Buggies and Spring Wagons
built to order. Horseshoeiog
and General Blackemithing,

CON DALY & GO,

CIMARRON, N. M.

Contractors and Builders,
Stone, Brick and Adobe.
Estimates on application.

Ig. O. ALFOBD

Attorney-at-Law
KHooms © and 7, Roth Block

——

came ato that tent singly anl
Bis war medicine without & murmurn

RATON, NEW MEXICO

J. R. Charette & Bro.
Ganeral Merchandise

ottos “Live nnd Let Live”

=L

! SEASONABLE GOODS
I Men's fine ribbed underwenr, god wann [goods, the lhm
usunlly sold for $1.25 a suit; will go the rest of the season at

| 85c
1 MEN'S BOOTS

"and miners' boots, the best wearers
stv!e:, we are selling for

$4.50 I

MEN'S OVERALLS

Beat heavy drill. without bibs, Heavy drill bib m'emll!: worth
the T6e grade , we want £1.25, we are selling per
you to wear 'em per pr.500 pair Bbeesarecssnsnoras OO

FINE GROCERIES @ CANNED GOODS

Our line of groceries is well selected, and the pnm are lower than
maov towne farther esst. In canned goods and. fancy groceries
our line is unexcelled. Fresh ranch eggs, at low prices. Topeka
Creamery Butter at 85¢ per pound......Our warehouse is full of
feed, hay and grain, and the prices are very low.

J, R. Chalrett-e & Bro.

Cimarron, New Mexico

SUUO gindes iu i,-on bo

-

C. 0. WONDER, N.F. WONDER.

Wonder Trading Co.

- CIMARRON, N. M.

Fancy Groceries and Fruits,
Meat a.nd Vegetable Market,
Ice Cream, Tobaccos, _
Confectionery and Lunch

STABLE
SUPPLIES

GALI. Ccu RE

E SUREAND WORKTHENORSE  Ax1m GREASE.
(! EARNESS OIL, WHIPS,

TRADE T MARK

CURRY COMBS,
AALTERS, BRUSHES, SWEAT COLLARS, and also
B]CKMORE'S GALL CURE, which we warranl o satisfactory

Cure for Galls, Wounds, and Sores upon animals

LITTRELL : BROS,,

Ci_marron. N, M.
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BANK of SPRINGER

SPRINGER, NEW MEXICO
GENERAL BANKING BUSINESS DONE.
Capital Paid Up - - - $30,000

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS:
C. N. BLackweLL, Piesident 8. Froesenuin, Vice-President
])L\i\}.. Caehier
G. W, Guresre . M. Savszan R. E. ALLDREDGE
NEAREST BANKING TOWN TO CIMARRON
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JOEN WHITLEY. J. D. STEVENS.

WHITLEY @ STEVENS

Successors to Littrell & Livingston,

Fine Wines, Liquors, Cigars, etc.
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Schroeder’s Drug Store

Raton, New Mexico

L T e N e Y T T T
L T T ET R E R Y T Y

E. For anything you need in Drugs, Medicives or Toilet Arti
i cles, ete. Our Stock is complete and our Prices are right
{
{

Specinl attention given to Optical Work, and Satifsaction

Always Given. Spanish Spoken

Dr. Geo. C. Roberts - - »

Manager

The luhhy Saloon & Cafe

CHARETTE .& BRACKETT, Props.

wFine Wines, Ligquors and Cigars. Billiard....
Room in Connection.

Short Order Cafe Open Day and Night

Subscnbe forthe Nmmdl’ress
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